Ho Chi Minh City is a city which has received and accumulated many cultures and religions from around the world, from Oriental culture to Western civilization, from West Asian and East Asian cultures to South Asian and Southeast Asian cultures. The cultures of some African and Latin American countries have also arrived recently. Most world religions, regional religions, national religions and even new religions are present in the city. The characteristic of religions and cultural identities of Ho Chi Minh City is in the process of transformation, receipt and selection of the cultural and religion elements of those cultures. Based on the research results of a scientific research on the topic, "Cultural and religion life in Ho Chi Minh City in the era of international integration", we would like to share some opinions about the characteristics of culture and religions in the process of cultural exchange, acculturation and accumulation of Ho Chi Minh City from traditional to modern stage.
In a flat and changing world, the issue of culture and national culture has always become the top concern of the social sciences and humanities in all countries. Vietnam today is on the way to international integration and particularly interested in the "international integration and absorbing the essence of the world culture while still keeping the ethnic cultural identities." Although Ho Chi Minh City is a young and modern city of just above 300 years of history and development, it has been a fast-growing city, always at the forefront in the field of economic development and a major center of culture, education, science and technology in Vietnam. In terms of culture and religion, Ho Chi Minh City is also a centre point of cultural and religious flows of many ethnic groups and a fertile land for the introduction and emergence of new cultural forms and forms of religion. This paper is based on the research topic, "The culture and religions in Ho Chi Minh in the context of international integration", to share more about the charateristics of culture and religions in Ho Chi Minh City as a result of a process of acculturation, transformation and accumulation.
The cultural characteristics of Ho Chi Minh City from the standpoint of comparison and acculturation. We need to start from the basis of social existence, demographic and population structure in order to research on the culture and religion characteristics of Ho Chi Minh City. According to the results of population census in Ho Chi Minh City in recent years, we found a sudden increase in population in the past 20 years. For instance, according to the population census in October 1979, the population of Ho Chi Minh City was 3,419,977 people. Ten years later in April 1989, the population was 3,988,124, increasing 568,147 people. In April 1999, the population was 5,037,155 people, increasing one million people compared with the year 1989 and in April 2009, the population was 7,162,864 people, increasing two million people compared with the year 1999. The population of Ho Chi Minh City was 7,251,138 people in May 2011. 1 Thus, Ho Chi Minh City is the most populous city in Vietnam, with a growth rate of 3.56% per year, accounting for 22.32% of population growth of the country. This number has excluded an average of two million visitors every year. It is observed that the natural growth rate is only about 1.07% while the mechanical growth rate is up to 2.5% 2 and the population tends to increase rapidly in the newly established districts. The rapid mechanical population growth in Ho Chi Minh City will lead to many problems in social life such as living standard discrepancy between the rich and the poor, social security, culture and religion issues.
When analyzing the ethnic composition, we found that the Vietnamese (Kinh ethnic group) is of 6,698,124 people or 93.52%, making up the majority of the population of Ho Chi Minh City, the Chinese come second with a community of 414,045 people, representing 5.78 % of the city population, and the rest are 24,268 people of the Khmer group and 7,819 Cham people. According to statistics, there are 54 recognized ethnic groups of Vietnam residing in Ho Chi Minh City, one of whom, the La Hu group, has only one person. There are also more than 1,000 residents from other countries who have resided here for a very long time such as Indian, Pakistani, Indonesian, and French. This is not to mention about 5,000 people from other countries recently living and working in Ho Chi Minh City such as Korean, Taiwanese, Australian, Japanese, Russian, Spaniard, Italian etc…It can be said that in terms of ethnography, Ho Chi Minh City is at the highest level of multi-ethnicity which is the basis of a multi-cultural and multi-religious society and has significant impacts on its religion and cultural characteristics. It is worth noting here that from the geo-cultural perspective, different ethnic groups in Ho Chi Minh City densely populate in certain districts. For instance, the Chinese community mainly reside and do business in District 5, 6, 8 , 10 and 11, and especially in Cho Lon area (District 5 and 6), making the famous "China Town" in Saigon ( old name of Ho Chi Minh City 
A global culture
The history and culture of Ho Chi Minh City is a process of acquiring and integrating cultural flows from all over the world. The culture of Ho Chi Minh City contains many elements of the world culture, especially the trend of globalization. Currently, with the international economic integration, many modern and new flows of culture have been accepted into the social and cultural life, creating the multi-faceted culture of the city. In addition to literature, art, contemporary music, lifestyle, and culinary, some new cultural trends have emerged as a new phenomenon which help to further clarify the nature of global culture of Ho Chi Minh City.
The openness, tolerance, dynamic and non-prejudice of culture
Regarded as "the good land where birds will come", Ho Chi Minh City does not have any prejudice of religion and culture either in the past or at present. All cultural flows and elements are accepted, accumulated, selected, and transformed into the city culture. This process is also a result of the chivalrous spirit, generous lifestyle, and a sense of tolerance in the general character of the Saigonese and the Southerners.
Tran Bach Dang remarked, "Most writers and artists related to Saigon are from other places and the ones originally from Sagon are of a small number. That reality is still going on today which is not a surprise as we know Saigon has a political, economic, and cultural status, like other major cities in the world. The best shoemakers and tailors are called "Saigon shoemaker and tailor" whose hometowns are in the Red River delta. "Pho Saigon" (a tranditional noodle) is now very popular, cooked by the Northerners." 13
The religions are interpreted as a cultural phenomenon in the sense, "All religions are good. 
Strong capacities and inner force of culture
The capacities and inner force of a culture are firstly the values and spiritual identities of a community. They are at the innermost layer and capable of accutulrating and integrating different cultural phenomena and trends selectively from outside, measuring against a stable standard scale of values and identities. The culture of Ho Chi Minh City is a strong and firm system of spiritual values and identities such as patriotism, unity, solidarity, love like, chivalrous spirit, generosity, dare to think, dare to do, tolerance, altruism, easily adapt to circumstances etc ... which have formed the capacities and inner force of the culture. This is also the common spiritual values and identities of Vietnam but they are demonstrated in a stronger, more determined and clearer way in Ho Chi Minh City. Due to strong capacities and inner force, the culture of Ho Chi Minh City has confidently received all flows of culture and religion coming without fear of being faded or dominated. It is also active and creative in dealing with all challenges and conflicts of culture and religion and dare to change and refresh in the cultural exchange and acculturation.
The capacities and inner force of the culture of Ho Chi Minh City has been challenged and trained in the struggles to protect the values of national culture regard to ideology and culture. The capacities and inner force has the ability to shine and to spread all over. Therefore, new cultural movements can be introduced or appear in Ho Chi Minh City easily but they will be subject to the acculturation to the local culture.
Characteristics of religions in Ho Chi Minh City
Ho Chi Minh City is a city where we can see both the diversity of religious forms, the representativeness and distinctiveness of Southern religions and its own characteristics of religions influenced by the land, the people, the culture and the traditions etc… This is due to a long process of different ethnic communities living together in the same land and being affected by the same social and political changes. Therefore, it is necessary to study the religions in Ho Chi Minh City to find out their characteristic theoretically and practically, contributing to the study of new religions in Ho Chi Minh City. 16 Jawakus are Chams who were "Malaysialized" and move to Cambodia where they continued to be "Khmerzied". Jawakus speak a language which is a mixture of Malay and Khmer language. They have settled at Rach Ong ara and have their owns mosque in Pham The Hien Street, Ward 2, District 8, Ho Chi Minh City.
In our opinion, there are various reasons for this diversity but the main reason is the multi-ethnicism and multiculturalism of the population and the convergence of multiple cultural flows along with changes of the era which created diverse religious forms and characteristics. The Vietnamese started to settle in the South in the seventeenth century due to economic and political reasons, bringing along with them three religions of Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism of which Buddhism is the main religion 17 The traditional religion of the Khmer people is Theravada Buddhism, the spiritual ground of their traditional social structure in which blood relations and the remains of matriarchy are important elements. Theravada Buddhism still has a great influence on the cultural and spiritual life of the Khmer people but it is not the core element of the life of the whole community. There is religious conversion of part of the community. 18 Beliefs and religions not only play an important part in cultural activities and community spirit of the Chinese but also an organic part which is indispensable to the religion of the city. In terms of cultural anthropology, creeds and religions of the Chinese community are the main environment for creating trends and driving force for personal growth and community consciousness. The religion of the Cham people in Ho Chi Minh City also has its own traits. The whole community follows Islam. On one hand, they follow the Islam rituals such as daily praying, doing charity, pilgrimage to Mecca and maintain Islamic traditions and custom. On the other hand, they also have their own distinctiveness like women can attend mosque services and single women do not have to wear veils when going outside etc… The Cham people are allowed to attend cultural and social activities in the city such as singing and sports. Though the religion and culture of the Cham community do not influence other communities significantly, it contributes to the diversity of religions in Ho Chi Minh City.
Major cultural and religious transformation took place in Vietnam in the second half of the Sixteenth century and Ho Chi Minh City was one of the places where these changes happened. In the book Khâm định Việt sử thông giám cương mục, it is written, "in Nguyen Hoa year, under the rule of King Le Trang Tong (1553), there was a businessman called Inikhu who sailed to Ninh Cuong and Quan Anh, belonging to Nam Chau district and Tra Lu village, belonging to Giao Thuy district to illegally converted people to Catholicism." 21 Based on these records, many researchers on Catholic history consider this year as a milestone for the introduction of Catholicism into Vietnam. After almost 500 years, Catholicism and its values not only affirm its position in the spiritual life of the Vietnamese but also significantly contribute to the material and spiritual culture in Vietnam. Catholicism was introduced to Ho Chi Minh City in 1844 by the establishment of the Tay Dang archdiocese which was under the supervision of Bishop Lefbvre Ngai (1844-1864) and included Dong Nai, Bien Hoa, Gia Dinh (Saigon), Dinh Tuong (My Tho), Long Ho (Vinh Long), An Giang (Chau Doc) and Ha Tien, Cambodia, and part of South Lao with 23, 000 adherents. Missionaries were the first ones who introduced achievements of Western civilization into Saigon. They not only spread Catholicism but also Western civilization and among these were bishops in Saigon such as Bishop Jean Mịch 22 ( 1865 -1873) 25( 1932 -1949) etc. Western civilization and Catholic community has become part of the spiritual, cultural and social life in Ho Chi Minh City. The Vietnamese people started to know astronomy, geography, mathematics, Western medicines, pharmacy, hospitals, and universities (Thanh Nhan University, Minh Duc University etc.). Le Quy Don (1726-1784), a Vietnamese scholar at that time, wrote, "Western priests have mentioned about many new and strange things. Their political theories and calendar are more comprehensive than Confucian theories. They discuss reasonably and logically about geography, the earth, mountains, the seas, rivers, tide and weather. They say there are four continents which are Asia, Europe, Africa and America among which Asia is the largest. All 13 organizations are operating in Ho Chi Minh City. The religious organizations always actively take part in activities and big events of the city and the nation like " building good family, ward and town", " good urban life", " poverty reduction", " flood victims relief" , " Care for poor children", " Free classes for poor children" , " Blood donation" etc… 28 They are always the representatives in uniting and gathering people to join hands in these movements.
Beside frequent religious activities such as Buddhism, Hoa Hao, and Cao Dai adherents worshiping in the first day and fifteen day of the lunar month or going to temples, or Catholicism and Protestantism adherents going to church on Saturday and Sunday, there are also other activities such as weekly club meetings, seminars, conferences, lectures, training courses for adherents from primary to advanced level (B.A level). Especially impressive is vibrant and charitable activities participate in socialization activities in the field of health, education, and contribute greatly to the social security and life stability. 29 The activities and flexibility of religious life in Ho Chi Minh City reflects the actual urban life on one hand and contribute to the flexibility of the social and cultural life of the city on the other hand. We can learn from this characteristic the deep penetration of religious organization in communities and the increasing degree of religious demand of the people in Ho Chi Minh City. In our opinion, it is necessary for scholars and public administrators to go deeper and do more thorough researches and sociological investigation about this issue.
The third distinctive characteristic of religions in Ho Chi Minh City is the contemporary feature of religions. In the context of globalization and economic integration of Ho Chi Minh City, religious organizations speed up the modernization process of their organizational systems such as the clergy, the information dissemination and international relations activities.
The Clergy of religious organizations
All religious organizations have well educated adherents; especially the young clergy are well trained and qualified. Many monks, nuns, priests and pastors study at oversea religious centres. Most nuns and monks in Ho Chi Minh City study at Buddhist universities in India, Japan, China, and Taiwan. The Catholic clergy are trained at Catholic centres and universities in America, Germany and Australia etc... 30. In addition, the training courses conducted inside Vietnam is also important for upgrading the religious understanding and faith of religious communities. This is one of the motivations for the creativity, flexibility and contemporary nature of religious activities and religions.
Information dissemination
Religious organizations in Ho Chi Minh City have a diverse and modern information dissemination system, using Internet to promote religions and update information to meet the demand of all classes in society. There are many website of adherents, religious organizations, groups, sects, parishes etc. 31 Many websites have digitized religious works, translated works, books, newspapers, magazines, thesis, papers and conference booklets etc…to share with readers from all over the world. The information is rich in content and scientifically collected which enables the religious 30 Report released by Saigon Diocese in Dec 2011 and Report by Hoang Phap Board, Ho Chi Minh City Buddhist Association in November 2011. 31 Please visit popular website with the highest view rate : tgptphcm.net ; nguoiconggiao.com; cuuthe.com; vietcatholic.org củ a Công giáo và giacngo.vn; ban hoangphap.com.vn; thuvienhoasen.org; buddhismtoday.com; phatgiaonguyenthuy.com communities to update religious information anywhere with photos and video clips. Such information can not only create a worldwide effect but also a direct impact on beliefs and faith of the people. In addition, through internet, adherents can interact with the information sources and join online forum. The internet has become a basic need in the life of religious communities and facilitates the information dissemination of religious organizations.
International relations and activities of religious organizations
The clergy and adherents are sent to study overseas and attend conferences and seminars. They also involve in receiving foreign humanitarian aid, doing social charity, cooperating with other Vietnamese and overseas religious organizations, coordinating with NGO projects in Ho Chi Minh City. In recent years, the international relations of religious organizations, adherents and clergy in the city has developed especially those of Buddhism, Catholicism and Protestantism. These relations are not only broad and diverse but also tight and on a frequent basis. 
